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7) ABSTRACT

In an organic light-emitting display apparatus for improving
image quality and a method of manufacturing the same, the
organic light-emitting display apparatus comprises a sub-
strate, a first electrode disposed on the substrate, an interme-
diate layer disposed on the first electrode and including an
organic emission layer, a second electrode disposed on the
intermediate layer, and a reflective unit disposed near the
intermediate layer and reflecting visible light emitted from
the intermediate layer.

24 Claims, 14 Drawing Sheets
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ORGANIC LIGHT-EMITTING DISPLAY
APPARATUS AND METHOD OF
MANUFACTURING THE SAME

CLAIM OF PRIORITY

This application makes reference to, incorporates the same
herein, and claims all benefits accruing under 35 U.S.C. §119
from an application earlier filed in the Korean Intellectual
Property Office on the 19 Apr. 2011 and there duly assigned
Serial No. 10-2011-0036394.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to an organic light-emitting
apparatus and a method of manufacturing the same and, more
particularly, to an organic light-emitting apparatus for
improving image quality and a method of manufacturing the
same.

2. Description of the Related Art

Recently, display apparatuses have been replaced with
thin-film type flat panel display apparatuses which are por-
table. From among thin-film type flat panel display appara-
tuses, an organic light-emitting display apparatus is a self-
emitting display apparatus which has a larger viewing angle,
better contrast characteristics, and a faster response rate, and
thus it has drawn attention as a next-generation display
device.

An organic light-emitting display apparatus comprises an
intermediate layer, a first electrode, and a second electrode.
The intermediate layer includes an organic emission layer.
When voltage is applied to the first electrode and the second
electrode, the organic emission layer emits visible light.

When a user views an image displayed on the organic
light-emitting display apparatus by operating the organic
light-emitting display apparatus, some of the visible light
generated by the organic emission layer may travel in undes-
ired directions, i.e., not toward the user.

Accordingly, the optical efficiency of the organic light-
emitting display apparatus decreases and improvement of
image quality is limited.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention provides an organic light-emitting
apparatus for improving image quality and a method of manu-
facturing the same.

According to an aspect of the present invention, an organic
light-emitting display apparatus comprises a substrate, a first
electrode disposed on the substrate, an intermediate layer
disposed on the first electrode and including an organic emis-
sion layer, a second electrode disposed on the intermediate
layer, and a reflective unit disposed near the intermediate
layer for reflecting visible light emitting from the intermedi-
ate layer.

The reflective unit may be formed long so as to correspond
to at least one side surface of the intermediate layer.

The reflective unit may wrap side surfaces of the interme-
diate layer.

A surface of the reflective unit facing the intermediate layer
may be inclined.

The surface of the reflective unit facing the intermediate
layer may form an acute angle with the substrate.

The reflective unit may taper from top to bottom.

The reflective unit may be formed below a layer on which
the first electrode is disposed.
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2

The organic light-emitting display apparatus may further
include a thin-film transistor (TFT) which is disposed on the
substrate and includes an active layer, a gate electrode, a
source electrode, and a drain electrode, and which is electri-
cally connected to the first electrode.

The reflective unit may be formed of the same material
used to form the source electrode or the drain electrode.

The reflective unit may be disposed separate from the
source electrode and the drain electrode.

The source electrode or the drain electrode may be con-
nected to the first electrode. The reflective unit may be con-
nected to the source electrode or the drain electrode, which is
connected to the first electrode.

The organic light-emitting display apparatus may further
include an interlayer insulating layer disposed between the
gate electrode and the source electrode and between the gate
electrode and the drain electrode. The interlayer insulating
layer may expose a predetermined region of the first elec-
trode, and the intermediate layer may be disposed on the
exposed region of the first electrode. A through-hole may be
formed in the interlayer insulating layer, and the reflective
unit may be disposed in the through-hole.

A contact hole may be formed in the interlayer insulating
layer. The source electrode or the drain electrode may be
connected to the first electrode via the contact hole. The
through-hole may be disposed separate from the contact hole.

The interlayer insulating layer may include a contact hole.
The source electrode or the drain electrode may be connected
to the first electrode via the contact hole. The through-hole
may be connected to the contact hole.

The gate electrode and the first electrode may be disposed
on the same layer.

The gate electrode may include a first conductive layer and
a second conductive layer disposed on the first conductive
layer. The first electrode may be formed of the same material
used to form the first conductive layer.

The first conductive layer may include a transmissive con-
ductive material.

The organic light-emitting display apparatus may further
include a conductive unit disposed on a predetermined region
ofthe first electrode. The conductive unit may be connected to
the source electrode or the drain electrode, and may be
formed of the same material used to form the second conduc-
tive layer.

According to another aspect of the present invention, a
method of manufacturing an organic light-emitting display
apparatus comprises forming a first electrode on a substrate,
forming an intermediate layer on the first electrode, the
immediate layer including an organic emission layer; form-
ing a second electrode on the intermediate layer, and forming
areflective unit near the intermediate layer, the reflective umt
reflecting visible light emitted from the intermediate layer.

The reflective unit, the source electrode, and the drain
electrode may be simultaneously formed of the same mate-
rial.

The method may further include forming a thin-film tran-
sistor (TFT) on the substrate, the TFT being electrically con-
nected to the first electrode and including an active layer, a
gate electrode, a source electrode, and a drain electrode.

The gate electrode may include a first conductive layer and
a second conductive layer disposed on the first conductive
layer. The first electrode may be formed of the same material
used to form the first conductive layer. A conductive unit may
be formed on the first electrode so as to be connected to the
drain electrode, and may be of the same material used to form
the second conductive layer. The source electrode, the drain
electrode, and the reflective unit may be simultaneously pat-
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terned. A predetermined region of the conductive unit may be
removed so as to expose an upper surface of the first electrode
while the source electrode, the drain electrode, and the reflec-
tive unit are patterned.

The first electrode and the gate electrode may be patterned
using one mask.

The gate electrode may include a first conductive layer and
a second conductive layer formed on the first conductive
layer. The first electrode may be formed of the same material
used to form the first conductive layer. The forming ofthe gate
electrode and the first electrode may include sequentially
applying a material for forming the first conductive layer and
a material for forming the second conductive layer without
performing a patterning process thereon, and simultaneously
patterning the gate electrode and the first electrode by using a
halftone mask.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

A more complete appreciation of the invention, and many
of the attendant advantages thereof, will be readily apparent
as the same becomes better understood by reference to the
following detailed description when considered in conjunc-
tion with the accompanying drawings, in which like reference
symbols indicate the same or similar components, wherein:

FIG. 1 is a schematic cross-sectional view of an organic
light-emitting display apparatus according to an embodiment
of the present invention;

FIG. 2 is a partial plan view of a P region illustrated in FIG.
1, and viewed in an A direction;

FIG. 3 is a schematic cross-sectional view of an organic
light-emitting display apparatus according to another
embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 4 is a partial plan view of a P region illustrated in FIG.
3, and viewed in an A direction;

FIG. 5 is a schematic cross-sectional view of an organic
light-emitting display apparatus according to another
embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 6 is a partial plan view of a P region illustrated in FIG.
5, and viewed in an A direction;

FIGS. 7A through 7D are cross-sectional views sequen-
tially illustrating a method of manufacturing an organic light-
emitting display apparatus according to an embodiment of the
present invention; and

FIGS. 8A through 8D are cross-sectional views sequen-
tially illustrating a method of manufacturing an organic light-
emitting display apparatus according to another embodiment
of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

Hereinafter, exemplary embodiments of the present inven-
tion will be described in detail with reference to the accom-
panying drawings.

FIG. 1 is a schematic cross-sectional view of an organic
light-emitting display apparatus 100 according to an embodi-
ment ofthe present invention, and FIG. 2 is a partial plan view
ofaP region illustrated in FIG. 1 and viewed in an A direction.
For convenience of explanation, FIG. 2 illustrates only an
intermediate layer 140, a first electrode 108, a conductive unit
108a, a reflective unit 120, a drain electrode 112, a contact
hole 1094, and a through-hole 1095.

Referring to FIGS. 1 and 2, the organic light-emitting
display apparatus 100 largely comprises a substrate 101, a
thin-film transistor (TFT), first electrode 108, intermediate
layer 140, a second electrode 150, reflective unit 120, and a
capacitor 110.
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The TFT includes an active layer 103, a gate electrode 107,
asource electrode 111, and a drain electrode 112. The capaci-
tor 110 includes a first capacitor electrode 113 and a second
capacitor electrode 117.

These elements will now be described in detail.

The substrate 101 may be formed of a SiO,-based trans-
parent glass material but is not limited thereto, and may be
formed of any transparent plastic material. The transparent
plastic material may include at least one material selected
from among various organic materials.

A buffer layer 102 is formed on the substrate 101. The
buffer layer 102 may contain SiO, or SiN.. The buffer layer
102 provides a flat surface on the substrate 101, and prevents
moisture or foreign substances from penetrating the substrate
101.

The active layer 103 and the first capacitor electrode 113
are formed on the buffer layer 102. The active layer 103 and
the first capacitor electrode 113 may be formed of the same
material. The active layer 103 and the first capacitor electrode
113 each contain a semiconductor material, e.g., an amor-
phous or polycrystalline silicon material.

A gate insulating layer 104 is formed on the buffer layer
102 so as to cover the active layer 103 and the first capacitor
electrode 113.

The gate electrode 107, the first electrode 108, and the
second capacitor electrode 117 are formed on the gate insu-
lating layer 104.

The gate electrode 107 includes a first conductive layer 105
and a second conductive layer 106. The first conductive layer
105 contains a transmissive conductive material, e.g., indium
tin oxide (ITO).

The second conductive layer 106 may be formed on the
first conductive layer 105 by using at least one material
selected from the group consisting of molybdenum (Mo),
molybdenum-tungsten (MoW), and aluminum (Al)-based
alloy, but the second conductive layer 106 is not limited
thereto.

The first electrode 108 contains a transmissive conductive
material, and may be formed of, for example, the same mate-
rial used to form the first conductive layer 105. The conduc-
tive unit 108« is disposed on a predetermined region of the
first electrode 108, and is formed of the same material used to
form the second conductive layer 106.

The second capacitor electrode 117 includes a first layer
115 and a second layer 116. The first layer 115 may be
respectively formed of the same material used to form the first
conductive layer 105, and the second layer 106 may be
formed of the same material used to form the second conduc-
tive layer 106.

An interlayer insulating layer 109 is formed on the first
electrode 108, the gate electrode 107, and the second capaci-
tor electrode 117. The interlayer insulating layer 109 may
contain at least one of various insulating materials, such as an
organic material and an inorganic material.

The source electrode 111, the drain electrode 112, and the
reflective unit 120 are formed on the interlayer insulating
layer 109. The source electrode 111 and the drain electrode
112 are formed so as to be connected to the active layer 103.
The source electrode 111 and the drain electrode 112 may
each be formed of at least one of various insulating materials,
e.g., the group consisting of gold (Au), palladium (Pd), plati-
num (Pt), nickel (Ni), rhodium (Rh), ruthenium (Ru), iridium
(Ir), osmium (Os), Al, Mo, neodymium (Nd), Mo, and W, but
the source electrode 111 and the drain electrode 112 are not
limited thereto.

The source electrode 111 or the drain electrode 112 is
electrically connected to the first electrode 108. FIGS. 1 and
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2 illustrate that, for example, the drain electrode 112 is elec-
trically connected to the first electrode 108. In detail, the
interlayer insulating layer 109 includes the contact hole 109a,
and the drain electrode 112 contacts the conductive unit 1084
via the contact hole 109a.

A pixel defining layer 130 is formed on the interlayer
insulating layer 109 so as to cover the TFT and the capacitor
110. The pixel defining layer 130 exposes an upper region of
the first electrode 108, and the intermediate layer 140 is
formed so as to contact the first electrode 108. The interme-
diate layer 140 includes an organic emission layer (not
shown).

The reflective unit 120 is formed near the intermediate
layer 140. Specifically, the reflective unit 120 is formed in the
through-hole 1094 in the interlayer insulating layer 109. The
reflective unit 120 may be formed of at least one of various
reflective materials, e.g., the same material used to form the
source electrode 111 and the drain electrode 112.

A surface of the reflective unit 120, which faces the inter-
mediate layer 140, is inclined. Specifically, the surface of the
reflective unit 120 facing the intermediate layer 140 tapers
from top to bottom. That is, the surface of the reflective unit
120 facing the intermediate layer 140 forms an acute angle
with the substrate 101.

To this end, the reflective unit 120 may be formed in one of
various shapes. For example, the reflective unit 120 may taper
from top to bottom. That is, the greater the distance between
the reflective unit 120 and the substrate 101, the greater the
width of the reflective unit 120 may be.

Accordingly, some of visible light emitted from the inter-
mediate layer 140, which travels toward side surfaces of the
intermediate layer 140, is reflected from the reflective unit
120 so as to travel toward the user. In particular, since the
reflective unit 120 has the inclined surface, most of the light
incident on the reflective unit 120 travels downward and
toward the substrate 101.

The reflective unit 120 is formed long so as to correspond
to at least one of the side surfaces of the intermediate layer
140. In detail, the reflective unit 120 may be formed long so as
to correspond to three side surfaces of the intermediate layer
140, as illustrated in FIG. 2.

However, the present invention is not limited to the above
description. For example, a sufficient space between the con-
ductive unit 1084 and the intermediate layer 140 on the first
electrode 108 may be secured, and the reflective unit 120 may
be formed long in the space so as to correspond to at least one
side surface of the intermediate layer 140 between the con-
ductive unit 108« and the intermediate layer 140.

The reflective unit 120 contacts the buffer layer 102, but the
present invention is not limited thereto, and the reflective unit
120 may contact the substrate 101 when the buffer layer 102
is not formed. Thus, the reflective unit 120 is present below
the intermediate layer 140, and some of the visible light
emitted from the intermediate layer 140, which travels toward
side surfaces of the intermediate layer 140, may be prevented
from leaking, and may be effectively reflected from the
reflective unit 120. In this case, since the reflective unit 120 is
disposed below the first electrode 108, optical loss may be
effectively prevented.

Inthe current embodiment, the reflective unit 120 is formed
of the same material used to form the source electrode 111 or
the drain electrode 112, but the present invention is not lim-
ited thereto, and the reflective unit 120 may be formed of the
same material used to form the gate electrode 107. In this
case, interlayer insulating layer 109 may be formed on the
reflective unit 120 and the through-hole 1095 may not be
formed.
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The second electrode 150 is formed on the intermediate
layer 140. If voltage is applied to the first electrode 108 and
the second electrode 150, visible light is emitted from the
organic emission layer on the intermediate layer 140.

A sealing unit (not shown) may be disposed on the second
electrode 150. The sealing unit protects the intermediate layer
140 or other layers from moisture or oxygen, and is formed of
a transparent material. The sealing unit may be formed of at
least one of various materials, e.g., glass, plastic, an organic
material, an inorganic material, or a stacked structure of an
organic material and an inorganic material.

In the organic light-emitting display apparatus 100 accord-
ing to the current embodiment, the reflective layer 120 is
formed so as to correspond to at least one surface of the
intermediate layer 140. Some of the visible light emitted from
the intermediate layer 140, which travels toward side surfaces
of the intermediate layer 140, is reflected from the reflective
unit 120. The reflected light travels toward the user. and the
optical efficiency of the organic light-emitting display appa-
ratus 100 is thus improved, thereby enhancing image quality.

In particular, since a surface of the reflective unit 120
facing the intermediate layer 140 tapers from top to bottom,
the visible light reflected from the reflective unit 120 travels
downward and toward the substrate 101. Thus, if the organic
light-emitting display apparatus 100 is a bottom emission
type, in which a user views an image in a direction toward a
lower portion of the substrate 101, then image quality may be
greatly enhanced.

The reflective unit 120 may be formed of the same material
used to form the source electrode 111 and the drain electrode
112, thereby facilitating the manufacturing process. Also, the
reflective unit 120 may be formed on the interlayer insulating
layer 109, on which the source electrode 111 and the drain
electrode 112 are disposed, without having to increase the
thickness of the organic light-emitting display apparatus 100.

FIG. 3 is a schematic cross-sectional view of an organic
light-emitting display apparatus 200 according to another
embodiment of the present invention, and FIG. 4 is a partial
plan view of a P region illustrated in FIG. 3 and viewed in an
A direction. For convenience of explanation, the current
embodiment of FIGS. 3 and 4 will be described by focusing
on the differences between the current embodiment and the
previous embodiment of FIGS. 1 and 2.

For convenience of explanation, FI1G. 4 illustrates only an
intermediate layer 240, a first electrode 208, a reflective umt
220, adrainelectrode 212, acontacthole 2094, and a through-
hole 2094.

Referring to FIGS. 3 and 4, the organic light-emitting
display apparatus 200 largely comprises a substrate 201, a
TFT, first electrode 208, intermediate layer 240, a second
electrode 250, reflective unit 220, and a capacitor 210.

The TFT includes an active layer 203, a gate electrode 207,
asource electrode 211, and a drain electrode 212. The capaci-
tor 210 includes a first capacitor electrode 213 and a second
capacitor electrode 217.

A buffer layer 202 is formed on the substrate 201, and the
active layer 203 and the first capacitor electrode 213 are
formed on the buffer layer 202. A gate insulating layer 204 is
formed on the buffer layer 202 so as to cover the active layer
203 and the first capacitor electrode 213.

The gate electrode 207, the first electrode 208, and the
second capacitor electrode 217 are formed on the gate insu-
lating layer 204. The gate electrode 207 includes a first con-
ductive layer 205 and a second conductive layer 206. The
second capacitor electrode 217 includes a first layer 215 and
a second layer 216. The first layer 215 is formed of the same
material used to form the first conductive layer 205, and the
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second layer 216 is formed of the same material used to form
the second conductive layer 206.

The first electrode 208 contains a transmissive conductive
material, e.g., the same material used to form the first con-
ductive layer 205.

An interlayer insulating layer 209 is formed on the first
electrode 208, the gate electrode 207, and the second capaci-
tor electrode 217. The source electrode 211, the drain elec-
trode 212, and the reflective unit 220 are formed on the
interlayer insulating layer 209.

The interlayer insulating layer 209 has a contact hole 209a,
and the drain electrode 212 contacts the first electrode 208 via
the contact hole 209a.

A pixel defining layer 230 is formed on the interlayer
insulating layer 209 so as to cover the TFT and the capacitor
210. The pixel defining layer 230 exposes an upper region of
the first electrode 208, and the intermediate layer 240 contacts
the first electrode 208. The intermediate layer 240 includes an
organic emission layer (not shown).

The reflective unit 220 is disposed near the intermediate
layer 240. In detail, the reflective unit 220 is formed in
through-hole 2095 in the interlayer insulating layer 209.

The reflective unit 220 is formed long so as to correspond
to at least one side surface of the intermediate layer 240. In
detail, the reflective unit 220 may be formed long so as to
correspond to all side surfaces of the intermediate layer 240,
as illustrated in FIG. 4. That is, the reflective unit 220 may
wrap around all of the side surfaces of the intermediate layer
240.

In this case, the reflective unit 220 is disposed separate
from the source electrode 211 and the drain electrode 212.
That is, as illustrated in FIG. 2, the through-hole 20954 and the
contact hole 209« are not connected to each other. If the
reflective unit 220 is separated from the source electrode 211
and the drain electrode 212, current does not flow through the
reflective unit 220 via the source electrode 211 and the drain
electrode 212. Accordingly, it is possible to prevent abnormal
light emission, caused by uneven flow of current there-
through, from occurring in the intermediate layer 240.

However, the present invention is not limited to the above
description, and the structures of the reflective unit 220, the
source electrode 211, and the drain electrode 212 may vary
according to manufacturing conditions, as will be described
below in another embodiment of the present invention.

In the current embodiment, the reflective unit 220 s formed
of the same material used to form the source electrode 211 or
the drain electrode 212, but the present invention is not lim-
ited thereto and the reflective unit 220 may be formed of the
same material used to form the gate electrode 207. In this
case, theinterlayer insulating layer 209 may be formed on the
reflective unit 220 and the through-hole 2095 may not be
formed.

The second electrode 250 is formed on the intermediate
layer 240. If voltage is applied to the first electrode 208 and
the second electrode 250, visible light is emitted from the
organic emission layer of the intermediate layer 240.

A sealing unit (not shown) may be disposed on the second
electrode 250.

In the organic light-emitting display apparatus 200 accord-
ing to the current embodiment, the reflective unit 220 is
formed so as to correspond to at least one side surface of the
intermediate layer 240. Thus, the optical efficiency of the
organic light-emitting display apparatus 200 may be
enhanced, thereby improving image quality. In particular,
since the reflective unit 220 is formed so as to correspond to
all side surfaces of the intermediate layer 240 (i.e., wrapping
around all side surfaces of the intermediate layer 240), the
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amount of light emitted from the reflective unit 220 increases,
and the optical efficiency of the organic light-emitting display
apparatus 200 may be greatly enhanced, thereby improving
image quality.

FIG. 5 is a schematic cross-sectional view of an organic
light-emitting display apparatus 300 according to another
embodiment of the present invention, and FIG. 6 is a partial
plan view of a P region illustrated in FIG. 5 and viewed in an
A direction. For convenience of explanation, the current
embodiment will be described by focusing on the differences
between the current embodiment and the previous embodi-
ments.

For convenience of explanation, FIG. 6 illustrates only an
intermediate layer 340, a first electrode 308, a reflective unit
320, adrain electrode 312, acontacthole 309¢, and a through-
hole 3095.

Referring to FIGS. 5 and 6, the organic light-emitting
display apparatus 300 largely comprises a substrate 301, a
TFT, first electrode 308, intermediate layer 340, a second
electrode 350, reflective unit 320, and a capacitor 310.

The TFT includes an active layer 303, a gate electrode 307,
asource electrode 311, and a drain electrode 312. The capaci-
tor 310 includes a first capacitor electrode 313 and a second
capacitor electrode 317.

The gate electrode 307 includes a first conductive layer 305
and a second conductive layer 306. The second capacitor
electrode 317 includes a first layer 315 and a second layer
316. The first layer 315 is formed of the same material used to
form the first conductive layer 305, and the second layer 316
is formed of the same material used to form the second con-
ductive layer 206.

An interlayer insulating layer 309 is formed on the first
electrode 308, the gate electrode 307, and the second capaci-
tor electrode 317. A source electrode 311, a drain electrode
312, and a reflective unit 320 are formed on the interlayer
insulating layer 309.

The interlayer insulating layer 309 has a contact hole 309a,
and the drain electrode 312 contacts the first electrode 308 via
the contact hole 309a.

A pixel defining layer 330 is formed on the interlayer
insulating layer 309 so as to cover the TFT and the capacitor
310. The pixel defining layer 330 exposes an upper region of
the first electrode 308, and the intermediate layer 340 contacts
the first electrode 308. The intermediate layer 340 includes an
organic emission layer (not shown).

The reflective unit 320 is disposed near the intermediate
layer 340. In detail, the reflective unit 320 is formed in the
through-hole 3095 in the interlayer insulating layer 309.

The reflective unit 320 is formed long so as to correspond
to at least one side surface of the intermediate layer 340. In
detail, the reflective unit 320 may be formed long so as to
correspond to all side surfaces of the intermediate layer 340,
i.e., wrapping around the side surfaces of the intermediate
layer 340, as illustrated in FIG. 6.

In this case, the reflective unit 320 is connected to the
source electrode 311 or the drain electrode 312, which is
connected to the first electrode 308. In the current embodi-
ment, the reflective unit 320 is connected to the drain elec-
trode 312. That is, the through-hole 3095 and the contact hole
309a are connected to each other, as illustrated in FIG. 6.

The second electrode 350 is formed on the intermediate
layer 340. A sealing unit (not shown) may be disposed on the
second electrode 350.

In the organic light-emitting display apparatus 300, the
reflective unit 320 is formed so as to correspond to a side
surface of the intermediate layer 340. Thus, the optical effi-
ciency of the organic light-emitting display apparatus 300 is
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enhanced, thereby improving image quality. In particular, the
reflective unit 320 is formed so as to correspond to all of the
side surfaces of the intermediate layer 340, that is, wrapping
around the side surfaces of the intermediate layer 340,
thereby increasing the amount of light reflected from the
reflective unit 320 so as to improve image quality.

Also, the through-hole 3095 and the contact hole 3094 are
connected to each other so as to connect the reflective unit 320
to the drainelectrode 312, thereby securing a space for receiv-
ing the reflective unit 320. Thus, the size of the intermediate
layer 340 increases, thereby increasing an aperture ratio of the
organic light-emitting display apparatus 300, and image qual-
ity may be improved accordingly.

FIGS. 7A through 7D are cross-sectional views sequen-
tially illustrating a method of manufacturing an organic light-
emitting display apparatus according to an embodiment of the
present invention. In detail, FIGS. 7A through 7D illustrate a
method of manufacturing the organic light-emitting display
apparatus 100 of FIGS. 1 and 2. For convenience of explana-
tion, the material used to form each element, and the structure
of each element in the previous embodiments described
above, will not be described again.

Referring to FIGS. 1 and 7A, the active layer 103, the
capacitor 110, the gate electrode 107, and the first electrode
108 are formed on the substrate 101.

More specifically, the buffer layer 102 is formed on the
substrate 101, and the active layer 103 and the first capacitor
electrode 113 are formed on the buffer layer 102. The active
layer 103 and the first capacitor electrode 113 may be simul-
taneously formed of the same material and according to a
patterning process. Next, the gate insulating layer 104 is
formed so as to cover the active layer 103 and the first capaci-
tor electrode 113, and the gate electrode 107, the first elec-
trode 108, and the second capacitor electrode 117 are formed
on the gate insulating layer 104.

The gate electrode 107 includes the first conductive layer
105 and the second conductive layer 106. The first electrode
108 is formed of the material used to form the first conductive
layer 105. The conductive unit 108q is formed on the first
electrode 108 and by using the material used to form the
second conductive layer 106.

The second capacitor electrode 117 includes the first layer
115 and the second layer 116. The first layer 115 is formed of
the material used to form the first conductive layer 105, and
the second layer 116 is formed of the material used to form the
second conductive layer 106.

The first electrode 108, the conductive unit 108a, the gate
electrode 107, and the second capacitor electrode 117 are
simultaneously formed. That is, they are simultaneously
formed by using one mask and according to one patterning
process.

Then, referring to FIG. 7B, the interlayer insulating layer
109 is formed. In detail, the interlayer insulating layer 109 is
formed on the gate insulating layer 104 so as to cover the gate
electrode 107 and the second capacitor electrode 117, and so
as to expose a predetermined region of the conductive unit
108a.

When the interlayer insulating layer 109 is formed, a pre-
determined region of the active layer 103 (i.e., source and
drain regions (not shown) of the active layer 103) are also
exposed. The interlayer insulating layer 109 has contact hole
109¢ for exposing the predetermined region of the conductive
unit 108a so as to contact the drain electrode 112 which will
be formed in a subsequent process, and has through-hole
1095 formed long so as to receive the reflective unit 120
which will be formed in a subsequent process. The through-
hole 1095 may expose the buffer layer 102.
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The through-hole 1095 includes inclined surfaces. Specifi-
cally, a surface of the through-hole 1095, which faces the
intermediate layer 140 so as to be formed on the first electrode
108, tapers from top to bottom. In other words, the surface of
the through-hole 1095 facing the intermediate layer 140
forms an acute angle with the substrate 101.

To this end, the through-hole 1095 may be formed in one of
various shapes. For example, the through-hole 1095 may be
tapered from top to bottom, that is, the greater the distance
between the through-hole 1096 and the substrate 101, the
greater the width of the through-hole 1095 may be.

In this case, the through-hole 1095 is disposed separate
from the contact hole 109q, and the through-hole 1095 is
disposed separate from the conductive unit 108a.

Next, referring to FIG. 7C, the TFT is obtained by forming
the source electrode 111 and the drain electrode 112 on the
interlayer insulating layer 109, and the reflective unit 120 is
formed.

The source electrode 111 and the drain electrode 112 are
formed so as to be connected to the source and drain regions,
respectively, of the active layer 103. Specifically, the drain
electrode 112 is electrically connected to the first electrode
108, and particularly so as to correspond to the contact hole
1094, and so as to contact the conductive unit 108a.

The reflective unit 120 is formed so as to correspond to the
through-hole 1095. The reflective unit 120 is formed simul-
taneously with the source electrode 111 and the drain elec-
trode 112. That is, the reflective unit 120, the source electrode
111, and the drain electrode 112 are simultaneously formed
according to one patterning process.

During the patterning process of forming the reflective unit
120, the source electrode 111, and the drain electrode 112, a
predetermined region of the conductive unit 1084 is removed
so as to expose the first electrode 108. That is, during the
patterning process of forming the reflective unit 120, the
source electrode 111, and the drain electrode 112, the prede-
termined region of the conductive unit 108a (illustrated in
FIG. 7B), which is exposed and is not covered with the
interlayer insulating layer 109, is removed.

Then, Referring to FIG. 7D, the intermediate layer 140 and
the second electrode 150 are formed so as to obtain, for
example, the organic light-emitting display apparatus 100.

Specifically, the pixel defining layer 130 is formed on the
interlayer insulating layer 109 so as to cover the TFT and the
capacitor 110. The pixel defining layer 130 exposes an upper
region of the first electrode 108. The intermediate layer 140 is
formed so as to contact the first electrode 108. The interme-
diate layer 140 includes an organic emission layer (not
shown).

The second electrode 150 is formed on the intermediate
layer 140. If voltage is applied to the first electrode 108 and
the second electrode 150, visible light is emitted from the
organic emission layer of the intermediate layer 140.

A sealing unit (not shown) may be disposed on the second
electrode 150.

In the organic light-emitting display apparatus 100 accord-
ing to the current embodiment, the reflective unit 120 is
included, and the reflective unit 1201s formed simultaneously
with the source electrode 111 and the drain electrode 112,
thereby facilitating the manufacturing process of the organic
light-emitting display apparatus 100, enhancing the optical
efficiency of the organic light-emitting display apparatus 100,
and increasing image quality.

FIGS. 8A through 8D are cross-sectional views sequen-
tially illustrating a method of manufacturing an organic light-
emitting display apparatus according to another embodiment
of the present invention. In detail, FIGS. 8A through 8D
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illustrate a method of manufacturing the organic light-emit-
ting display apparatus 200 of FIGS. 3 and 4. For convenience
of explanation, the material used to form each element and the
structure of each element in the previous embodiments
described above will not be described again.

Referring to FIGS. 3 and 8A, the active layer 203, the
capacitor 210, the gate electrode 207, and the first electrode
208 are formed on the substrate 201.

Specifically, the buffer layer 202 is formed on the substrate
201, and the active layer 203 and the first capacitor electrode
213 are formed on the buffer layer 202. The active layer 203
and the first capacitor electrode 213 may be simultaneously
formed of the same material and according to one patterning
process. Then, the gate insulating layer 204 is formed so as to
cover the active layer 203 and the first capacitor electrode
213, and the gate electrode 207, the first electrode 208, and the
second capacitor electrode 217 are formed on the gate insu-
lating layer 204.

The gate electrode 207 includes the first conductive layer
205 and the second conductive layer 206. The first electrode
208 is formed of the same material used to form the first
conductive layer 205. The second capacitor electrode 217
includes the first layer 215 and the second layer 216. The first
layer 215 is formed of the same material used to form the first
conductive layer 205. The second layer 216 is formed of the
same material used to form the second conductive layer 206.

The first electrode 208, the gate electrode 207, and the
second capacitor electrode 217 are simultaneously formed.
That is, they are simultaneously formed by using one mask
and according to one patterning process.

The patterning process for forming the first electrode 208,
the gate electrode 207, and the second capacitor electrode 217
will now be described in detail. First, a material for forming
the first conductive layer 205 and a material for forming the
second conductive layer 206 are sequentially applied onto the
gate insulating layer 204 without performing the pattering
process. Then, the first electrode 208, the gate electrode 207,
and the second capacitor electrode 217 are simultaneously
formed by using a halftone mask and performing the pattering
process once.

Next, referring to FIG. 8B, the interlayer insulating layer
209 is formed. In detail, the interlayer insulating layer 209 is
formed on the gate insulating layer 204 so as to cover the gate
electrode 207 and the second capacitor electrode 217, and so
as to expose a predetermined region of the first electrode 208
so that the first electrode 208 may contact the intermediate
layer 240 which will be formed in a subsequent process.

Also, the interlayer insulating layer 209 is formed so as to
expose a predetermined region of the active layer 203, i.e.,
source and drain regions (not shown) of the active layer 203.
The interlayer insulating layer 209 includes the contact hole
209¢ for exposing a predetermined region of the first elec-
trode 208 so as to contact the drain electrode 212 which will
be formed in a subsequent process, and also includes the
through-hole 2095 which is formed long for receiving the
reflective unit 220 which will be formed in a subsequent
process. The through-hole 20956 may expose the buffer layer
202.

The through-hole 2094 is not connected to, and is disposed
separate from, the contact hole 2094, but the present invention
is not limited thereto and may be formed so as to be connected
to the through-hole 3096 and the contact hole 309« as illus-
trated in FIGS. 5 and 6.

The through-hole 2095 has inclined side surfaces. Specifi-
cally, a surface of the through-hole 2094, facing the interme-
diate layer 240 so as to be formed on the first electrode 208, is
tapered from top to bottom. In other words, the surface of the
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through-hole 2095 facing the intermediate layer 240 forms an
acute angle with the substrate 201.

To this end, the through-hole 2095 may be formed in one of
various shapes. For example, the through-hole 2096 may be
tapered from top to bottom. That is, the greater the distance
between the through-hole 2096 and the substrate 201, the
greater the width of the through-hole 2095 may be.

Then, referring to FIG. 8C, the source electrode 211 and
the drain electrode 212 are formed on the interlayer insulating
layer 209 so as to obtain the TFT, and the reflective unit 220
is formed.

The source electrode 211 and the drain electrode 212 are
connected to the source and drain regions, respectively, of the
active layer 203. The drain electrode 212 is electrically con-
nected to the first electrode 208. In detail, the drain electrode
212 is formed so as to correspond to the contact hole 2094 and
so as to contact an upper surface of the first electrode 208.

The reflective unit 220 corresponds to the through-hole
209b. The reflective unit 220 is simultaneously formed with
the source electrode 211 and the drain electrode 212. That is,
the reflective unit 220, the source electrode 211, and the drain
electrode 212 are simultaneously formed by performing a
single patterning process.

Then, referring to FIG. 8D, the intermediate layer 240 and
the second electrode 250 are formed so as to obtain the
organic light-emitting display apparatus 200.

Specifically, the pixel defining layer 230 is formed on the
interlayer insulating layer 209 to cover the TFT and the
capacitor 210. The pixel defining layer 230 exposes an upper
region of the first electrode 208. The intermediate layer 240 is
formed so as to contact the first electrode 208. The interme-
diate layer 240 includes an organic emission layer (not
shown).

The second electrode 250 is formed on the intermediate
layer 240. If voltage is applied to the first electrode 208 and
the second electrode 250, visible light is emitted from the
organic emission layer of the intermediate layer 240.

A sealing unit (not shown) may be disposed on the second
electrode 250.

In the organic light-emitting display apparatus 200 accord-
ing to the current embodiment, the reflective unit 220 is
included, and the reflective unit 220is simultaneously formed
with the source electrode 211 and the drain electrode 212,
thereby facilitating the manufacturing process, enhancing the
optical efficiency of the organic light-emitting display appa-
ratus 200, and improving image quality.

With an organic light-emitting display apparatus and a
method of manufacturing the same according to the above
embodiments, it is possible to easily improve image quality.

While this invention has been particularly shown and
described with reference to exemplary embodiments thereof,
it will be understood by those of ordinary skill in the art that
various changes in form and detail may be made therein
without departing from the spirit and scope of the invention as
defined by the appended claims.

What is claimed is:
1. An organic light-emitting display apparatus, compris-
ing:

a substrate;

a first electrode disposed on the substrate;

an intermediate layer disposed on the first electrode and
including an organic emission layer;

a second electrode disposed on the intermediate layer; and

a reflective unit disposed near the intermediate layer for
reflecting visible light emitted from the intermediate
layer.
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2. The organic light-emitting display apparatus of claim 1,
wherein the reflective unit is formed long so as to correspond
to at least one side surface of the intermediate layer.

3. The organic light-emitting display apparatus of claim 1,
wherein the reflective unit wraps around side surfaces of the
intermediate layer.

4. The organic light-emitting display apparatus of claim 1,
wherein a surface of the reflective unit facing the intermediate
layer is inclined.

5. The organic light-emitting display apparatus of claim 1,
wherein a surface of the reflective unit facing the intermediate
layer forms an acute angle with the substrate.

6. The organic light-emitting display apparatus of claim 1,
wherein the reflective unit is tapered from top to bottom.

7. The organic light-emitting display apparatus of claim 1,
wherein the reflective unit is formed below a layer on which
the first electrode is disposed.

8. The organic light-emitting display apparatus of claim 1,
further comprising a thin-film transistor (TFT) disposed on
the substrate, the TFT including an active layer, a gate elec-
trode, a source electrode, and a drain electrode, and the TFT
being electrically connected to the first electrode.

9. The organic light-emitting display apparatus of claim 8,
wherein the reflective unit is formed of a same material used
to form one of the source electrode and the drain electrode.

10. The organic light-emitting display apparatus of claim 8,
wherein the reflective unit is disposed separate from the
source electrode and the drain electrode.

11. The organic light-emitting display apparatus of claim 8,
wherein one of the source electrode and the drain electrode is
connected to the first electrode, and the reflective unit is
connected to said one of the source electrode and the drain
electrode which is connected to the first electrode.

12. The organic light-emitting display apparatus of claim 8,
further comprising an interlayer insulating layer disposed
between the gate electrode and the source electrode and
between the gate electrode and the drain electrode;

wherein the interlayer insulating layer exposes a predeter-

mined region of the first electrode, and the intermediate
layer is disposed on the exposed region of the first elec-
trode; and

wherein a through-hole is formed in the interlayer insulat-

ing layer, and the reflective unit is disposed in the
through-hole.

13. The organic light-emitting display apparatus of claim
12, wherein a contact hole is formed in the interlayer insulat-
ing layer, one of the source electrode and the drain electrode
1s connected to the first electrode via the contact hole, and the
through-hole is disposed separate from the contact hole.

14. The organic light-emitting display apparatus of claim
12, wherein the interlayer insulating layer includes a contact
hole;

wherein one of the source electrode and the drain electrode

1s connected to the first electrode via the contact hole;
and

wherein the through-hole is connected to the contact hole.

15. The organic light-emitting display apparatus of claim 8,
wherein the gate electrode and the first electrode are disposed
on a same layer.

16. The organic light-emitting display apparatus of claim 8,
wherein the gate electrode comprises:

a first conductive layer; and

a second conductive layer disposed on the first conductive

layer;
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wherein the first electrode is formed of a same material

used to form the first conductive layer.

17. The organic light-emitting display apparatus of claim
16, wherein the first conductive layer comprises a transmis-
sive conductive material.

18. The organic light-emitting display apparatus of claim
16, further comprising a conductive unit disposed on a pre-
determined region of the first electrode;

wherein the conductive unit is connected to one of the

source electrode and the drain electrode, and is formed
of a same material used to form the second conductive
layer.

19. A method of manufacturing an organic light-emitting
display apparatus, the method comprising the steps of:

forming a first electrode on a substrate;

forming an intermediate layer on the first electrode, the

intermediate layer including an organic emission layer;
forming a second electrode on the intermediate layer; and
forming a reflective unit near the intermediate layer for
reflecting visible light emitted from the intermediate
layer.

20. The method of claim 19, wherein the reflective unit, the
source electrode, and the drain electrode are simultaneously
formed of a same material.

21. The method of claim 19, further comprising the step of
forming a thin-film transistor (TFT) on the substrate, the TFT
being electrically connected to the first electrode and includ-
ing an active layer, a gate electrode, a source electrode, and a
drain electrode.

22. The method of claim 21, wherein the gate electrode
comprises:

a first conductive layer; and

a second conductive layer disposed on the first conductive

layer;

wherein the first electrode is formed of a same material

used to form the first conductive layer;

wherein a conductive unit is formed on the first electrode so

as to be connected to the drain electrode, and the con-
ductive unit is formed by using a same material used to
form the second conductive layer;
wherein the source electrode, the drain electrode, and the
reflective unit are simultaneously patterned; and

wherein a predetermined region of the conductive unit is
removed so as to expose an upper surface of the first
electrode while the source electrode, the drain electrode,
and the reflective unit are patterned.

23. The method of claim 21, wherein the first electrode and
the gate electrode are patterned using one mask.

24. The method of claim 23, wherein the gate electrode
comprises:

a first conductive layer; and

a second conductive layer formed on the first conductive

layer;

wherein the first electrode is formed of a same material

used to form the first conductive layer; and

wherein the step of forming the gate electrode and the first

electrode comprises:

sequentially applying a material for forming the first con-

ductive layer and a material for forming the second
conductive layer without performing a patterning pro-
cess thereon; and

simultaneously patterning the gate electrode and the first

electrode by using a halftone mask.
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